
Crater Village 
Notes:
1.  Information about the village was provided by Akira Hinahara, a 
former resident.  His help in making this map is gratefully 
acknowledged.  Calvin Kaya and Aileen (Nakamura) Shimokotsu 
suggested additions and corrections.
2.  The village was situated above an ancient volcanic crater surrounded 
by two large mounds.  The Japanese immigrants referred to the village 
as "Maruyama" (round mountain).  The mounds were excavated for 
cinders so the mounds are no longer round.
3.  Additional information has been added (October 2011) from records 
gathered by Lahaina Restoration Foundation and Kaunoa Senior 
Services from previous residents that attended Lahaina Plantation Days 
in 2009 and 2010.

When the plantation converted 
to mechanical harvesting, this 
field was abandoned because it 
was not accessible to harvesting 
machines.  Sugar cane was 
harvested by hand labor and 
floated down portable flumes 
that connected to a permanent 
portion located in the gulch.

At one time in the 1940 and earlier 
period, many of the Kuhua Village 
boys caught and raised Linnet.  
Linnets are sparrow looking birds, 
but the males have a crimson or 
orange colored breast and 
forehead.  They were caught and 
raised because when the male 
becomes acclimated to captivity, he 
starts to sing a pleasant sounding 
tune.  The favorite spot for catching 
Linnet was the Munemitsu Papaya 
Patch.  Linnets love the papaya 
seed and pulp. 

There was a wooden covered 
flume built on this side that 
extended from here and far up the 
valley to bring the stream water 
here.  We walked on the flume to 
go far in the valley to gather 
"pepeau" (fungus) growing on 
fallen kukui tree branches.
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Reservoir high above 
Crater Village and the 
family that lived next 
to it and cared for it.
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Reverse siphon pipe 
used to lift the irrigation 
water up the side of 
Kahoma Gulch.
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